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RECENT CASES. 

Right of Alien to Hold U. S. Lands. — Billings etal. v. Aspen Mining 
Co. etal., 51 Fed. Rep. 338. Sec. 2319 Rev. Statutes declares, " that 
all * * * mining deposits in lands belonging to the U. S. * 
* * are free * * * to exploration and purchase * * * 
by citizens of the U. S. and those who have declared their inten- 
tion to become such." Shiras J., held, in the above case, that this 
did not exclude an alien who, with others, had explored and located 
on such lands from holding the same against all the world except 
the U. S., though he was not a citizen and never intended to 
become one. "To hold that, after Wood had expended time, 
labor and money in prospecting and locating the mine, they could 
oust him therefrom * * * would be nothing short of 
legalized robbery." This right of ouster resides alone in the U. 
S. , which might, by proper proceedings, deprive him of the bene- 
fits of holding the location through the right of escheat. The 
question of the descent of such lands, to the heirs of the alien, 
would, however, be regulated by the laws of the State in which 
said lands are situated, and not by the Federal statutes. 

Constitutional Law — Jurisdiction of State and Federal Courts. — 
In re Fox, 51 Fed. Rep. 427. A person under bail to answer an 
indictment in a federal court was arrested and confined for a 
crime against the State of California on habeas corpus proceedings ; 
the United States District Court for the Northern District of Cali- 
fornia decided that in the absence of any conflict between the 
State and federal authorities as to the custody of the criminal, he 
could not be discharged from custody of the State officers by vir- 
tue of the federal indictment against, him. 

Permanent Damages — Transfer of Title — Mitchell et al. v. 
Metropolitan El. R'y Co. et al., 31 N. E. Rep. 260 (New York). 
Damages were awarded in the court below to plaintiff for 
easements taken on his property by defendants in operating 



